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“All the things that are positive that can be done with it are wonderful,
absolutely wonderful. [But] My concern is that maybe by doing this
we’ll create something that we can’t control,...”

“[But]...once you start doing this, you open a Pandora s box that you're
not going to be able to close. And then we’ll be doing it for things I no
longer approve of.”



“"Without effective
public
engagement, there
will be no
synthetic biology
in Europe.” Nature
Magazine, 6/10/2010

Artificial life
'needs
regulation’

2009 UK Public Survey






1. Greater transparency and disclosure
2. Pre-market testing

3. Third-party testing and risk research



Creation of a Bacterial Cell Controlled
by a Chemically Synthesized Genome



Number of Press Articles Covering Venter
Research (May 20 - June 13, 2010)
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Also, define what it isn’t

“The ability to design and create new forms of life marks a
turning-point in the history of our species and our planet.”
Freeman Dyson, commenting on the \Venter research

“Craig has somewhat overplayed the importance of this”
David Baltimore, CalTech

And, can they?



Launch a national dialogue on synthetic biology.

Create a coordinating body/office within the U.S. government.

Have the General Accountability Office (GAO) examine the
adequacy of our regulatory system to address synthetic biology.

Request the National Academy of Science to undertake a study

of the environmental impacts of synthetic biology (both
accidental releases and intentional non-contained uses) and

potential for low-probability, but high-impact, events.

Engage in greater international collaboration around areas such
as risk research, intellectual property, and biosafety.



WWWw.synbioproject.org




